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4 Car Brands Only True Experts Recognize 

 

Thursday, July 2, 2024 

Uncovering Hidden Gems 

Ever feel like the car market is dominated by the same old names? 

While big brands like Ford, Toyota, and BMW steal the spotlight, there are some 
hidden gems in the automotive world. 

Meet these highly innovative, familiar, refined, and even funny companies! 

Whether you’re a car enthusiast or just curious, these brands offer a fresh 
perspective and innovative designs worth exploring. 
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1.Arcimoto | Revenue: 118 mi. 
The Future of Sustainable Transportation 

Founded in 2007 by Mark Frohnmayer, Arcimoto is on a mission to catalyze the 
shift to a sustainable transportation system. 

The company, based in Eugene, Oregon, focuses on creating ultra-efficient 
electric vehicles (EVs). 

Arcimoto’s flagship product, the Fun Utility Vehicle (FUV), is a three-wheeled, 
electric-powered vehicle designed for everyday use. 

The FUV combines the efficiency of a motorcycle with the safety and comfort of 
a car. 

Its compact design makes it perfect for urban commuting, as you'll always find 
places to park. 
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According to Clean Technica, "Arcimoto's FUV could revolutionize short-
distance travel by providing an affordable and environmentally friendly 
alternative to traditional cars." 

Did you know Arcimoto stands for "Future I Drive"? 

This name reflects the company's vision of a future where sustainable driving is 
the norm. 

  

 

 

  

2.Bollinger Motors | Revenue: 60 mi. 
Redefining the Electric Truck 

Bollinger Motors, founded in 2014 by Robert Bollinger, is based in Oak Park, 
Michigan. 
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The company is pioneering the electric truck and SUV market with its rugged, 
all-electric vehicles. 

Bollinger's prototypes, B1 and B2 models were designed for serious off-road 
capabilities while maintaining a minimalist, utilitarian design. 

These vehicles boasted a dual-motor setup, all-wheel drive, and impressive 
ground clearance, making them perfect for adventure seekers. 

Motor Trend describes Bollinger Motors as "a game-changer in the EV market, 
bringing the toughness of traditional trucks to the electric age." 

Bollinger’s vehicles feature a "frunk" (front trunk) that runs the length of the 
vehicle, providing unprecedented cargo space. 
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3.Panoz | Revenue: 30 mi. 
Craftsmanship Meets Performance 

Panoz Auto Development was founded in 1989 by Dan Panoz, son of 
pharmaceutical magnate Don Panoz. 

Located in Braselton, Georgia, Panoz specializes in handcrafted, high-
performance sports cars. 

Panoz cars are known for their innovative designs and bespoke manufacturing 
process. 

Each vehicle is meticulously crafted, offering a level of personalization and 
performance that is rare in today’s market. 

According to Car and Driver, "Panoz combines old-world craftsmanship with 
cutting-edge technology to create truly unique sports cars." 

Panoz has a storied racing history, with its cars competing in prestigious events 
like the 24 Hours of Le Mans and the American Le Mans Series. 
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4.Rivian | Revenue: $15bi. 
Adventure Awaits 

Founded in 2009 by RJ Scaringe, Rivian is based in Plymouth, Michigan. 

The company is focused on producing electric adventure vehicles designed to 
explore the great outdoors. 

Rivian's R1T (pickup) and R1S (SUV) are built on a flexible "skateboard" platform 
that houses the battery pack, drive units, and suspension system. 

These vehicles offer impressive range, off-road capabilities, and a suite of tech 
features aimed at enhancing the adventure experience. 

TechCrunch hails Rivian as "one of the most exciting startups in the electric 
vehicle space, blending utility with sustainability." 
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Rivian vehicles come equipped with a built-in camping kitchen, perfect for 
outdoor enthusiasts looking to cook up a storm in the wilderness. 

  

  

  

 

  
The Road Less Traveled 

Exploring these unknown car brands opens up a world of possibilities beyond 
the mainstream automotive market. 

From Arcimoto's sustainable urban mobility solutions to Bollinger's rugged 
electric trucks, Panoz's handcrafted sports cars, and Rivian's adventure-ready 
EVs, there's something for every kind of car enthusiast. 

So, are you ready to venture beyond the usual suspects and discover your next 
favorite car brand? 

Which of these unique manufacturers piques your interest the most? 
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