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West Virginia Auto Total Loss Threshold by Law
§17A-4-10. Salvage certificates for certain wrecked or damaged vehicles; fee; penalty.
(a) In the event a motor vehicle is determined to be a total loss or otherwise designated as totaled by
an insurance company or insurer, and upon payment of a total loss claim to an insured or claimant
owner for the purchase of the vehicle, the insurance company or the insurer, as a condition of the
payment, shall require the owner to surrender the certificate of title: Provided, That an insured or
claimant owner may choose to retain physical possession and ownership of a total loss vehicle. If the
vehicle owner chooses to retain the vehicle and the vehicle has not been determined to be a cosmetic
total loss in accordance with subsection (d) of this section, the insurance company or insurer shall also
require the owner to surrender the vehicle registration certificate. The term "total loss" means a motor
vehicle which has sustained damages equivalent to seventy-five percent or more of the market value as
determined by a nationally accepted used car value guide or meets the definition of a flood-damaged
vehicle as defined in this section.
(b) The insurance company or insurer shall, prior to the payment of the total loss claim, determine if
the vehicle is repairable, cosmetically damaged or nonrepairable. Within ten days of payment of the
total loss claim, the insurance company or insurer shall surrender the certificate of title, a copy of the
claim settlement, a completed application on a form prescribed by the commissioner and the
registration certificate if the owner has chosen to keep the vehicle to the Division of Motor Vehicles.
(c) If the insurance company or insurer determines that the vehicle is repairable, the division shall
issue a salvage certificate, on a form prescribed by the commissioner, in the name of the insurance
company, the insurer or the vehicle owner if the owner has chosen to retain the vehicle. The certificate
shall contain, on the reverse, spaces for one successive assignment before a new certificate at an
additional fee is required. Upon the sale of the vehicle, the insurance company, insurer or vehicle owner
if the owner has chosen to retain the vehicle, shall complete the assignment of ownership on the
salvage certificate and deliver it to the purchaser. The vehicle may not be titled or registered for
operation on the streets or highways of this state unless there is compliance with subsection (g) of this
section. The division shall charge a fee of $15 for each salvage title issued.

