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Wisconsin Auto Total Loss Threshold by Law 

342.06  Application for certificate of title. 

 (hr) If the vehicle is less than 7 years old, is damaged by collision or other occurrence to the extent that 

the estimated or actual cost, whichever is greater, of repairing the vehicle exceeds 30 percent of its fair 

market value and was transferred to an insurer upon payment of an insurance claim, the insurer shall 

state that fact in the application. If the applicant knows that the vehicle had been transferred to an 

insurer upon payment of an insurance claim and that fact is not noted on the old certificate of title, the 

applicant shall state in the application that the vehicle has previously been so transferred. This 

paragraph does not apply to salvage vehicles. 

342.065  Title for salvage vehicle. 

(1)  

(a) A purchaser of a salvage vehicle that is not currently titled as a salvage vehicle shall, promptly after 

delivery to him or her of the salvage vehicle, apply for a salvage vehicle certificate of title by submitting 

to the department the properly assigned certificate of title under s. 342.15 (1) (c) or other evidence of 

ownership, the applicant's statement that the vehicle is a salvage vehicle, an application for a salvage 

certificate of title and the required fee. 

(b) The owner of a salvage vehicle that is not currently titled as a salvage vehicle shall promptly apply for 

a salvage vehicle certificate of title by submitting to the department the certificate of title for the vehicle 

or other evidence of ownership, the applicant's statement that the vehicle is a salvage vehicle, an 

application for a salvage certificate of title and the required fee. This paragraph does not apply to a 

salvage vehicle that is purchased by a salvage vehicle purchaser subject to the requirements of par. (a). 

(c) If the interest of an owner in a vehicle that is titled in this state is not transferred upon payment of an 

insurance claim that, including any deductible amounts, exceeds 70 percent of the fair market value of 

the vehicle, any insurer of the vehicle shall, within 30 days of payment of the insurance claim, notify the 

department in writing of the claim payment and that the vehicle meets the statutory definition of a 

salvage vehicle, in the manner and form prescribed by the department. 

(2) Upon notification from an insurer under sub. (1) (c), the department shall promptly notify the owner 

of the salvage vehicle that he or she is required to apply for a salvage vehicle certificate of title under 

sub. (1) (b). 

(3) Upon compliance with the requirements of sub. (1), the department shall issue a salvage vehicle 

certificate of title for the vehicle. The certificate shall include the words “This is a salvage vehicle". 

(4)  

(a) Except as provided in par. (b), any person who violates sub. (1) may be required to forfeit not more 

than $1,000. 

(b) Any person who violates sub. (1) with intent to defraud is guilty of a Class H felony. 

http://totallossappraisals.com/total-loss-threshold-by-state/

